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Welcome to Kyoto! As the historical heart of Japan, Kyoto is home to thousands of temples,

traditional wooden machiya townhouses, and peaceful bamboo groves. To navigate this

ancient city smoothly, here are the essential logistics and cultural tips every traveler needs.

1. GETTING AROUND KYOTO (TRANSIT & NAVIGATION)

City Buses vs. Subways: Kyoto's subway system consists of only two main lines
(Karasuma & Tozai). Most tourist destinations (Gion, Kiyomizu-dera, Kinkaku-ji) are
accessed via city buses. Tap your ICOCA, Suica, or Pasmo card on the rear door when
entering and at the front when exiting.

Beat the Bus Crowds: City buses can get heavily congested during peak hours.
Whenever possible, combine subway or Keihan/Hankyu train lines with short taxi rides
or walking routes.

Taxis: Taxis are plentiful, exceptionally clean, and accept credit cards/IC cards. The

automatic rear left doors open and close for you—never pull or push them manually!

2. TEMPLE & SHRINE ETIQUETTE

Footwear Precautions: Wear slip-on shoes with clean socks! You will remove your
shoes before stepping onto wooden verandas or tatami mats inside temple halls (e.g.,
Nijo Castle, Tenryu-ji). Step over temple thresholds- not on.

Photography Rules: Look out for "No Photography" signs inside sacred main halls
(Hondo) and around private geiko/maiko residential areas in Gion.

Quiet Respect: Speak softly, turn off phone ringers, and refrain from eating or drinking

while walking through temple grounds.



3. CROWD TRIAGE & TIMING STRATEGY

e Early Morning Starts: Arrive at high-traffic landmarks like Fushimi Inari-taisha,
Arashiyama Bamboo Grove, or Kiyomizu-dera by 7:00 AM-7:30 AM to experience them
in tranquility before tour buses arrive.

o Nighttime Strolls: Explore Gion, Pontocho Alley, and Higashiyama in the evening after

8:00 PM for atmospheric lanterns and quiet stone streets.

4. LOCAL RULES & RESPECTING GEIKO CULTURE

e Gion Private Alley Ban: Do NOT enter private residential side streets in Gion where
explicit "No Entry" / "Private Street" signs are posted.

e No Maiko Chasing: Never touch, obstruct, or chase working Maiko (apprentice geisha)
or Geiko. Observe respectfully from a distance.

e Trash Discipline: Public trash bins are non-existent in historic districts. Keep a trash

bag in your daypack to hold waste until returning to your hotel.

5. LOCAL PHRASES & TERMS

PHRASE / TERM PRONUNCIATION MEANING & USAGE

Omoide oh-moy-deh Memories / Souvenirs

"Thank you" in local Kyoto

Okini oh-kee-nee

dialect (Kansai-ben)

"Thank you for the wonderful
Gochisosama deshita go-chee-so-sah-mah desh-tah meal" (said to restaurant staff

upon leaving)

6. FASCINATING FACTS & HIDDEN KYOTO TRIVIA

e The Thousands of Torii Gates: Fushimi Inari's mountain paths contain thousands of

donated torii gates. The frequently cited figure of 10,000 is an approximate traditional



description rather than a fixed, continuously verified count. Donations have long been
associated with gratitude, prosperity, and prayers for commercial success.

e Kyoto's Underground Water: Kyoto's basin contains important groundwater resources
that have historically supported domestic life, religious institutions, and traditional food
production. Water quality is particularly significant to the city's tofu, sake, and other
culinary traditions.

e The Meaning of Arashiyama: The name Arashiyama is commonly translated as "Storm
Mountain." The surrounding landscape has been celebrated in Japanese poetry and
seasonal excursions for centuries.

e The Philosopher's Path: Despite its traditional appearance, the modern path's name is
associated with twentieth-century philosopher Nishida Kitaro, rather than an ancient
imperial pilgrimage.

e Kyoto's UNESCO Heritage: The Historic Monuments of Ancient Kyoto comprise 17
designated component sites, reflecting Buddhist, Shinto, and garden traditions
developed over many centuries.

e A City of Seasonal Rituals: Kyoto's cultural calendar extends far beyond cherry
blossoms and autumn leaves. Annual events such as Gion Matsuri, Aoi Matsuri, and
Jidai Matsuri preserve different aspects of the city's religious, courtly, and civic heritage.

e The Gardens Are Never Truly Static: Traditional temple gardens require continuous
maintenance. Moss cultivation, pruning, gravel raking, and seasonal planting all

contribute to landscapes that appear effortlessly natural but are carefully managed.
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